                IMPRESSIONS CONCERT TOUR OF GREECE
                                                           MARCH 17-27, 2006
    MARCH 17
We will depart from Palm Beach International Airport at 12:15 PM on Delta As Song Flight 2016 to JFK Airport in
    FRIDAY
New York City.  Our arrival is scheduled for 2:55 PM.  At 5:30 PM, we will board Delta Flight 132 for our non-stop 

flight to Athens, Greece.   Dinner and Breakfast will be served on the flight.  
    MARCH 18
Our arrival in Athens is scheduled for 10:15 AM.  After clearing Customs, we will board our Charter Coaches for our hotel.

    SATURDAY
After check-in at the hotel, we will join our escorts for an Introductory Walk in the area around the hotel.  Nestled among 


mountains on the Attic Plain, Athens is a modern city with a strong connection to its ancient history. It has been a center

of culture, politics and history for thousands of years.  The great philosopher Socrates lived here, offering to fellow Athenians  
his views on virtue and knowledge.


In the evening, a Welcome Dinner is planned in the Hotel.  

    MARCH 19
After Breakfast in the hotel, board our Charter Coaches for a City Tour of Athens.  The Cradle of Democracy; the

    SUNDAY
Birthplace of Western Civilization; the origin of Drama and Philosophy – it is hard to imagine what life would be like today


without the influence of Ancient Greece.  Wherever you turn in Athens, your eyes will fall on sights that reveal a long and

rich history.  However, Athens is also a bustling city of modernity – you will witness the startling contrast of ancient 


splendor and a thriving modern culture.  We will see the Royal Palace guarded by the Evzones (the Presidential Guard),


the Temple of Olympian Zeus, Hadrian’s Arch, the Theatre of Dionysos, climb the Acropolis, and view the Parthenon,


the Temple of Athena Nike -Wingless Victory and the Temple of Athena Nike.  Our morning tour will end near the lively 

Omonia and Syntagma Squares, which form the heart of downtown Athens today.  After Lunch on your own, we will walk

 with our escorts around Syntagma Square for some spirited shopping.

In the evening, Dinner will be in an authentic Taverna in the Plaka District.  Here you will sample Greek cuisine and     


see traditional dances performed to the music of the Bouzouki.  Perhaps you will learn how to Belly-Dance this evening           

before we return to the hotel.

    MARCH 20
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will meet our Escort and spend the morning exploring the Attika Zoological Park, which     
    MONDAY
is the home of the 3rd largest aviary in the world.  Lunch is on your own.  In the late afternoon, a CONCERT is planned.  

After the concert, Dinner will be served at the Hotel. 
MARCH 21
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will board the Charter Coaches for our trip to the Argolis region.  Traveling West toward

TUESDAY
Corinth via the scenic highway, we will see the Corinth Canal, which provides passage from the Aegean Sea to the Gulf 


of Corinth.   In Corinth, we will visit the Temple of Apollo.  Here you can see the remains of the Roman Agora, the 


marketplace where Greek trade flourished.  You can also climb the Acrocorinth, if time allows.  This former fortified 

mountaintop reaches up 1,885 feet and has breathtaking views of the surrounding area.


Next, we will travel to Mycenae, an ancient citadel described by Homer as “rich in gold.”  Mycenae stands impressively on a 


low hill between soaring peaks and deep ravines.  At its height of power between 1500 and 1100 BC, this kingdom ruled a large 

portion of the Mediterranean.  We will enter the citadel through the Lion Gate.  Above the lintel are two lions facing each other, 

an abacus above the place where their heads should be and the forepaws resting on an altar and a capital.  Nearby is the Grave 

Circle A containing six royal shaft graves.  Treasures found in the graves (such as daggers and gold cups) are on display at the 

National Archaeological Museum of Athens.  Slightly removed from the citadel lies another Mycenaean settlement with the 

imposing Treasury of Atreus.  Construction of this tomb is estimated to be around 1250 BC.  It is believed that the tomb once 

contained great riches.  Ancients believed that it was the famed Tomb of Agamemnon.  History states that it was in Mycenae 

that Agamemnon began his legendary campaign against Troy.   Lunch will be served during the tour.  

Finally, we will travel to Epidauros and the world-renowned Ancient Theatre.  Built in the 4th Century BC, this is one of the 


best preserved Greek theatres, as it remained covered up for thousands of years.  The acoustics of this architectural masterpiece 


are extraordinary, with every word of a performance audible even to the last row in the 55 tiers.  Also located on this site are the


Temple of Askepios and a reconstruction of the Tholos, a circular building.  


In the late afternoon, we will return to Athens.   Dinner will be arranged at a local Restaurant
    MARCH 22 
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will board our Charter Coaches for a scenic drive on the coastal road to Cape Sounion.
    WEDNESDAY   On the cliffs above the town is the Temple of Poseidon, with a breathtaking view of this resort village.  Lunch is on your own.


As this is a half-day tour, we will return to the hotel in the mid-afternoon to prepare for a late afternoon CONCERT.  Our Escort


will accompany us to the performance.  DINNER will be served at the Hotel.
MARCH 23
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will depart for a visit for the Planetarium with our escort.  Next, we will ride the Funicular
THURSDAY
up the Lycabettus Hill for a spectacular view of Athens.   After Lunch on your own, we will visit the Plaka for some shopping.  

A CONCERT is planned for the late afternoon.  Dinner will be served at the Hotel after the concert. 
MARCH 24
After Breakfast at the hotel, we will board the Charter Coaches for an excursion to Delphi.  Delphi lies on the slopes of Mount 
FRIDAY
Parnassus.  Referred to as Pytho in Homer’s Iliad, the history of this powerful site dates back at least as far as the Mycenaean 


period. Delphi was not only home to Apollo, but was also home to the most famous Oracle of antiquity.  Traditionally the oracle 


(or Pythia) was a woman over 50 who, upon being chosen, sacrificed her normal life and went into seclusion.  The seventh day 


of each month was Oracle Day, when the Pythia sat in the Temple of Apollo, drank Castalian spring water, ate laurel leaves and 


sank into a trance.  She would answer questions that were asked of her and her answers were translated into verse by the priests.  


Over time, Delphi and the advice of the oracle grew in significance and power.  By 582 BC, the population of Pythia had grown 


significantly and the Pythian Games, similar to the Olympic Games, were held every four years.  After Delphi was conquered 


and plundered by the Romans, the oracle was eventually abolished and it was not until the 19th Century that excavations began to 


uncover the remains of the site of Apollo.  We will visit the Delphi Museum, which contains an impressive collection of 


archaeological treasures from the Temple of Apollo and Athena Pronoia, including the Bronze Charioteer.  Here you can see 


the Treasury of the Athenians and the Temple of Apollo.   After three successive temples on this site, the current ruins date 


from the 4th Century BC.  Above the Temple is the Theatre with seating for 5,000 people.   LUNCH will be served during the tour. 


In the late afternoon, we will return to Athens.  Dinner will be served at the Hotel.
    MARCH 25
After an early Breakfast at the hotel, we will board the Charter Coaches for the port of Piraeus.  We will board a Boat and  
    SATURDAY
cruise the islands of the Saronic Gulf.  Ports of call include Aegina, Poros and Hydra.  Hydra is an oasis devoid of any motor 

traffic.  Traces of settlement on this island before the Ottoman period are rare, as it was not until the 16th Century that Hydra 

became a place for refugees fleeing from the frequent wars on the mainland.  Hydra grew into a major center for trade by the 

middle of the 18th Century, but experienced a decline after the Greek Revolution.  Much of the town has been placed on the
Council of Europe’s list of protected monuments.  As you enter the island’s curved harbor at Hydra Town, you will be greeted
by a picturesque scene of gray and white houses perched on the steep slopes that surround the harbor.  While exploring the town, 
you will be able to take a Donkey Ride, the traditional mode of transportation on this mountainous island.

 
Next, we will sail to the nearby island of Poros, passing through the narrow strait separating the Peloponnesian coast from the 

island.  Upon arrival, we will explore the waterfront of Poros Town and, possibly, visit the ruins of the Sanctuary of Poseidon 

in the center of the island.  Lunch will be served during the cruise.

Finally, we will continue by boat to Aegina.  A mighty maritime power in the 7th and 6th centuries BC and a major Art Center by 

the 6th Century, Aegina eventually fell to powerful Athens in 459 BC.  

 Dinner will be served at the Hotel.    
    MARCH 26
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will meet our Escort and go to the City Center of Athens for a final day.  We can use this time 

SUNDAY
for shopping and relaxing in the Plaka.  Perhaps you will wish to visit the National Gallery of Art or the National Archeological 



Museum of Antiquities.  Some of you may wish to visit Anafiotika, the closest thing to a Cycladic Village one will find in 


Athens. Set in the shadow of the Parthenon, this is an area of simple stone houses, with cascades of Bougainvillea adorning the 


balconies. The area is marked by several churches, Ayios Georgios tou Vrachou, Aylor Simeon and the Church of the 


Metamorphosis Sotiros, a 14th Century stone chapel with a grotto carved right into the Acropolis. Finally, some may wish to 


visit the Jewish Museum, considered to be one of the most beautiful Jewish museums in the world.  Lunch is on your own.  



In the evening, a Festive Farewell Dinner is planned at a local Restaurant.   Don’t forget to pack for our departure tomorrow.  
MARCH 27
After Breakfast in the hotel, we will depart at 10:00 AM from the hotel to the Airport.  At 1:05 PM, we will board Delta Flight
 MONDAY
133 for JFK Airport in New York City.  Our non-stop flight is scheduled to arrive at 4:00 PM.  At 7:00 PM, we will board 

Delta As Song Flight 1928 for Palm Beach International Airport.  Our arrival in West Palm Beach is scheduled for 10:18 PM.

   SPECIAL NOTE –  At this point, not all concerts have been scheduled.  Once the performances are finalized, the touring 


schedule may change to accommodate the concerts.  More than likely, the performances will take place
any day between Monday and Friday.  It is anticipated that 3 concerts will be given.  Of course, impromptu 

concerts can take place at Special locations (such as the Ancient Theatre in Epidauros). 
THE FOLLOWING CONCERTS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED – DATES ARE TO BE ARRANGED

1. ATHEN’S RESIDENCE OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO GREECE

2. UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS – MUSIC DEPARTMENT

3. JOINT CONCERT WITH THE ATHENS SINGERS

4. CONCERT AT THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

